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Section III - Trends and Themes
• Plural economies, not a singular economy

• Importance of local and regional 

economies/markets is stressed in amendments

• The concept of growth remains contentious –

NGOs

• Social element remain underdeveloped

• Few instances of non-agreement between MGs

– All minor wording issues between NGOs

• Prioritisation of policies which maximises positive 

impacts

• Stressing need to be multilingual in all outcomes.



Section III - Trends and Themes
• Clear that “Green Economy” (GE) means many 

different things to different MGs:

– Definition

– Purpose

– Principles 

– Goals

– Even how to transition

• Increased specificity in suggested amendments 
about what the GE means.

– Remains opaque, broad and crowded

• However, many clear additions on what the GE 
must not do.



Section III - Trends and Themes
• However, many clear additions on what the 

GE must not do:

– Exacerbate inequalities

– Undermine technological abilities or widen 
technology gaps

– Threaten the rights of indigenous peoples to their 
lands, territories and resources

– Introduce technology harmful to environment, health 
or human rights

• Apply the precautionary approach to any 
technologies that might imply a serious risk for the 
environment or human society
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Section IV - Trends and Themes
• Bio-centric vs. people-centric

– The human right to a healthy environment, and 

the right of nature itself to be healthy, lie at the 

basis of the institutional and governance.

• Consider the cultural dimension along with 

traditional three elements of SD.

• Replace “integrated” with “holistic” decision-

making in SD.

• Provide means to ensure the need and rights 

of future generations are taken into account 

in decision-making



Section IV - Trends and Themes
• ECOSOC vs. Sustainable Development Council

– Both proposals are supported by NGOs, a clear 

conflict

• UNEP – Non-agreement amongst NGOs

– Support for both options of strengthening UNEP 

and to upgrade it to specialised agency status.

• Enhance the participation of local and 

subnational by incorporating them into a new 

Stakeholder Group called ‘Governmental 

Stakeholders’



Section IV - Trends and Themes
• Need for annual global review on the state of 

the planet (including social and economic 

dimensions)

• Science featured strongly in the amendments:

– Need for annual global review on the state of the 

planet (including social and economic dimensions)

– Develop a new contract between science, 

engineering and society to deliver the knowledge 

necessary for a sustainable future

• High Commissioner for Future Generations 

strongly supported by MGs.



Section IV - Trends and Themes
• Different proposals on Principle 10, including:

– Global convention on P10

– Regional treaties to promote P10

– International Court of the Environment to enforce 

transboundary issues

• Regional, National and Local

– Nuanced enough to be considered separately

– Commit to establishing national SD councils (NSDCs)

– National policy reviews/SD-proofing

– Strengthen science base of decision-making at local 

level

– National Ombudspeople for Future Generations



Section IV – IFSD
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Takeaways
• NGO non-agreement

• People vs. planet conflict is resolvable

• Sound science as a basis for decision-making

• Much confusion remains around GE
– Including the term itself

• MGs need to be clearer about what we want:
– ECOSOC vs. SDC

– Strengthen vs. Reform UNEP

• Culture a vital dimension of SD (along with 3 
traditional dimensions

• Need a stronger focus on what Rio+20 means at 
national/local levels and therefore 
implementation
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